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Sonata No. 2 in A major, Op. 100 
Allegro amabile 
PROGRAM 
Andante tranquillo--Vivace 
Allegro grazioso (quasi andante) 
Sonata, Op. 27 No. 3 "Ballade" 
Johannes Brahms 
(1833-1897) 
Eugene Ysaye 
(1858-1931) 
Lento molto sostenuto (in modo di recitativo}-Allegro (con bravura) 
Sonata (1917) 
Allegro vivo 
Intermede---Fantastique et leger 
Finale---Tres anime 
Caprice No. 20 of Paganini 
Fountain of Arethusa 
Sonata in E-flat, Op. 12 No. 3 
-Intermission-
Allegro con spirito 
Adagio con molto espressione 
Rondo: Allegro molto 
Claude Debussy 
(1862-1918) 
Karol Szymanowski 
(1882-1937) 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 
Meet the Artists 
Across the continents and the span of eight decades violinist Roman 
Totenberg has been singled out by critics as a fabulous violinist, a sensitive 
musician and a brilliant teacher. 
Roman Totenberg was born in Poland and made his debut with the 
Warsaw Philharmonic when he was eleven years old. Soon after his Berlin 
debut he was performing with every major European orchestra, making 
recordings and eventually playing with major orchestras in the United States, 
at the White House and the Library of Congress. 
As a young artist, he toured South America with Artur Rubinstein and 
played joint recitals with the great Polish composer Karol Szymanowski. In 
1933, Mr. Totenberg met composer Darius Milhaud after his Paris debut, which 
Milhaud had reviewed. More than two decades later, Mr. Totenberg with the 
composer conducting, would play premiere performances of Milhaud's Second 
Violin Concerto in Aspen, Colorado, and in Berlin, with the Berlin 
Philharmonic. 
These concerts were among a number of premiere performances that 
Totenberg would play over the years. These include the Samuel Barber Violin 
Concerto (new version), Capriccio by Penderecki with the Berlin 
Philharmonic, compositions for violin and orchestra by Gardner Read and 
Darius Milhaud (commissioned by Boston Winterfest}, and the sonatas of 
Hindemith, Honneger and Martinu. 
Roman Totenberg continues performing as a soloist with orchestras, in 
recitals and in chamber music concerts. As his reputation for concert 
' performances has grown, so too has his reputation for fine teaching and musical 
expertise. In 1983, he was named Artist Teacher of the Year by the American 
'String Teacher's Association. Currently teaching at Boston University, he 
headed the String Department there from 1961-1978 and was appointed co-
chair of the String Department in 1994. He has taught at the Mannes School of 
Music in New York, headed the string department of the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music in Baltimore and the Longy School of Music, where he 
was the director from 1978-1985. 
Mr. Totenberg's students include young virtuosos from the United 
States, Europe, Canada and Asia. Like their mentor, they are among the top 
violinists of their generation. 
His summers have blended teaching and performing. Since 1975, he 
has played and taught chamber music in Kneisel Hall at Blue Hill, Maine. 
Program Notes 
lhe relative stability and well-being at the end of the nineteenth and 
the beginning of the twentieth-century created remarkable flowering of 
artistic creativity in Europe. The first four composeres on this program are the 
product of that period and in many ways they were affected by each other. 
Brahms' Sonata in A major was composed at Lake Thun during the 
summer of 1886. It is often called "The Thun Sonata," because it expresses the 
happy mood of his summer there. The first perfomance was in Vienna with 
violinist Joseph Hellmesberger and the composer at the piano. The same 
Hellmesberger was the teacher of young Georges Enesco, to whom Eugene Ysaye 
dedicated his Ballade for violin solo. 
In his early years, Oaude Debussy so admired Brahms' compositions 
that he went to visit him in Vienna in 1887 (one year after "The Thun Sonata" 
was composed). Brahms was quite taken with the young Frenchman, and after 
escorting him around town for most of the day, he invited him to a performance 
of Bizet's Carmen, which Brahms was proud to have seen 27 times! 
lhe 1917 Sonata for violin was Debussy's last composition, and in many 
ways it was the beginning of the stylistic devices of our contemporary music. I 
was always impressed by how well Karol Szymanowski knew the works of 
Viennese and French masters and was able to compare them with the Russian 
composers of his time. He was able to develop his own poetic language which 
is represented in this program. 
The Beethoven Sonata Op. 12, No. 3 is most impressive in the 
development of his maturity. Dedicated to his teacher Salieri, who was 
villified in the film Amadeus, it has the most brilliant outer movements and 
one of Beethoven's most touching adagios. 
I was happy to put together this program in memory of many of my ' 
musician friends and teachers. 
-Roman Totenberg 
Prior to that he taught and played at the Tanglewood Festival, the Aspen 
Music Festival, the Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, California, 
and the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria. 
In a review of Mr. Totenberg's 50th anniversary concert of his debut in the 
United States, The Boston Globe wrote, "Young hot shot virtuosi could learn from 
his performance of Paginini, which was played with elan, color, character and 
zest." 
He has recorded under various labels including Musical Heritage, 
Vanguard, Deutche Gramaphon (OGG), Telefunken, Phillips and Da Camera. In 
1989, a compact disc of the Brahms and Lipinski violin concerti was released 
under the Titanic label and was on the list of that year's outstanding recordings. 
In 1992, he released CD recordings of Beethoven's Violin Concerto No. 1 (VQR), 
the Ernest Bloch Violin Concerto, and Bartok's Rhapsody for Violin and 
Orchestra (Vanguard/Omega). Mr. Totenberg was awarded a Medal of Merit by 
the Polish government in 1988 for his life-long cultural contributions to Polish 
society. 
In 1996, Roman Totenberg was awarded Boston University's Metcalf 
Award and Prize, the University's highest award for excellence in teaching. 
Pianist Shizue Sano, born in Nagoya, Japan, came to the United States 
after completing her undergraduate study at the Toho Gakuen School of Music 
in Tokyo. She went on to study at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, 
where she earned an Artist Diploma and a Master of Music Degree with high 
distinction. Her teachers include Sadako Matsuoka, Gyorgy Sebok, Edward 
Auer, Victor Rosenbaum and Roman Totenberg. 
Ms. Sano has attended many national and international competitions 
and has won several important prizes, including the Simone Belsky Music 
Award (1991), the Liszt Special Prize, second prize at St. Nom-la-Breteche, 
France (1990), and the JAA Music Award in New York (1989). In 1991, she 
received an award for her contribution to the cultural life of her native Tokai, 
Japan. Ms. Sano has appeared in recitals and as a featured artist with 
orchestras both in the United States and abroad. She has performed with the 
Tokyo Philharmonic and the Nagoya Philharmonic Orchestras. Her 
performances have been broadcast on televiSion and radio in the United States, 
Japan and Belgium. She has recorded Chopin's complete preludes on CD for 
the Victor label. Currently, she lives in Methuen, Massachusetts, and teaches 
at Longy School of Music. 
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You can help support these talented young artists by joining the Friends of 
Music at the School for the Arts. For information, please contact Leslie 
Dressler, Director of Development, Boston University School for the Arts, 855 
Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 or call 6171353-3345. 
